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Communicating and Reporting on Student Learning: 
Kindergarten to Grade 9 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Effective communication between the home and school is essential for student success. The 
goal of communicating student learning is for ongoing and effective communication between 
home and school so that:  

 caregivers are well informed about their child’s progress;  
 caregivers are involved as partners in a dialogue about their child’s progress and the 

best ways to support and improve students learning; and  

 students are provided with information that is meaningful to them and helps them 
improve their own learning. 

 
PROCEDURES 
 
1. Communication and Reporting 

The communication and reporting that caregivers receive should: 
a. be clear, transparent, and ongoing; 
b. be received in a timely and responsive manner; 
c. communicate where their child is in their learning; 
d. identify what their child is working toward; 
e. list any supports/interventions they may require; and 
f. outline ways to further support their child’s learning. 
 
Student performance is determined through ongoing assessment and evaluation during an 
instructional period.  Teachers use their professional expertise, knowledge about learning, 
and specific criteria to make decisions about student performance in relation to learning 
outcomes or standards.  

 
Schools have two options for the method for communicating and reporting on student 
learning: 
a. elementary (applicable Kindergarten to Grade 9) – three formal report cards during the 

school year and two informal reports on student learning during the school year; or 
b. ongoing communication with caregivers about a child’s progress (a minimum of four 

times per year) with a final written summative report at the end of the school year.  
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Gold Trail’s report card for Grades K to 7, and up to Grade 9, does not include letter grades. 
Letter grades must be provided to caregivers upon request, in a timely manner. An “I” for 
incomplete will not be reported for students Kindergarten to Grade 7. 
 
Caregivers will be informed annually of the processes by which teachers will be 
communicating and reporting on student learning over the school year. Caregivers will also 
be informed of how they can be engaged in their child’s learning and understand their 
progress in learning. The caregiver(s) of each student who leaves the district during the 
school year will receive a summative report. 

 
2. Ongoing Communication 

Ongoing communications are opportunities for teacher(s), caregivers, and the student to 
discuss the progress of student learning, strengths, stretches and goals. Examples of 
informal or ongoing communication include, but are not limited to: 
a. student-led conferences; 
b. written interim reports; 
c. e-portfolios; and 
d. exhibitions and/or demonstrations of student learning. 
 
Communications with caregivers may be provided in a variety of ways: in person, through 
telephone, email, and other appropriate electronic means. 

 
3. IEP Progress Reports 

Students supported by an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) will also receive IEP Progress 
Reports as per the school’s reporting cycle. These reports will document the student’s 
progress towards achieving the IEP goals IEP. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFERENCE 
School Act 
Ministerial Orders 192/94, 191/94, 190/91, 295/95,  
School Regulation 265/89 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96412_00
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