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Special Education 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
An inclusive education system is one in which students with special needs are fully participating 
members of a community of learners and provides the appropriate use of self-contained 
classes, community-based programs, or specialized settings when appropriate. 
 

 Student with special needs: a student who has a disability of an intellectual, physical, 
sensory, emotional or behavioural nature, has a learning disability, or has special gifts or 
talents, as defined in the Special Education Services: A Manual of Policies, Procedures, and 
Guidelines. 

 

PROCEDURES 
 
1. Guiding Principles 

a. The Principal will consult with the caregiver of a student with special needs regarding 
the placement of the student in an educational program. 

b. The district will provide students with special needs an educational program in a 
classroom where the student is integrated with other students unless the educational 
needs of the student with special needs indicates otherwise. 

 
2. Educational Planning 

a. Decisions regarding the planning and delivery of educational services to students with 
special needs should be based on: 

i. the needs of students, as determined by assessment; 
ii. the services needed to meet the needs of students; 
iii. the wishes of the caregivers and student;  
iv. the most appropriate and inclusive learning environment to meet student’s 

needs; and 
v. the level of support available from the district and other agencies. 

b. All regulations, procedures and programs are developed with particular emphasis on: 
i. early identification of needs; 
ii. services to meet identified needs; 
iii. processes that promote inclusion; 
iv. meaningful caregiver consultation with the student where appropriate; and 
v. assessment results to determine the success of programs and services. 
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c. Planning is conducted by the Student Care Team, teachers, caregivers, principals, other 
service providers, and/or student.   

d. A student identified as having special needs must have an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) which outlines specific goals appropriate for the student. 

e. Teachers whose classrooms include students with special needs should have timely 
access to supports. 

 
3. Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

a. Individual Education Plans: 
i. provide coherent, short-term and long-range plans for student learning and 

service needs; 
ii. provide evidence of individualized planning and achievement in relation to goals; 
iii. plan for the next transition point in the student’s education; including transition 

to completion and beyond; 
iv. are useful in planning the transition of students with special needs from one 

setting to another; 
v. help in determining how well students are meeting their goals;  
vi. form the basis of reporting students’ progress, and 
vii. are written records of planning conducted by the Student Care Team, teachers, 

caregivers, principals, other service providers, and/or students.   
b. Individual Education Plans must outline: 

i. the present levels of educational performance of the student; 
ii. the learning outcomes set for that student for that school year where the 

learning outcomes are different from those set out in the applicable educational 
program guide; 

iii. all the required adaptations to educational materials, and instructional and 
assessment methods; 

iv. the support services to be provided; 
v. the names of all personnel who will be providing the educational program and 

the support services for the student during the school year; and 
vi. the period of time and process for review of the IEP. 

c. The IEP is to be implemented, reviewed, and updated at least annually. 
d. Teachers and caregivers should be partners in the development and review of the IEP. 

Caregivers must be given an opportunity to participate in the planning process. To the 
extent that they are able, students should also participate. 

e. All of the participants who develop the plans should have access to them, within the 
provisions of the School Act and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. 

f. An IEP is not necessary when:  
i. a student with special needs requires no adaptation or only minor adaptations to 

educational materials, or instructional or assessment methods. 
ii. the expected learning outcomes established by the applicable educational 

program guide have not been modified for the student with special needs. 
iii. a student with special needs requires 25 hours or less remedial instruction in a 

school year, by a person other than the classroom teacher, in order to meet 
expected learning outcomes. 
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4. Student Progress Reports 
a. Unless a student with special needs is able to demonstrate their learning in relation to 

expected learning outcomes set out in the curriculum for the course or subject and 
grade, the student’s progress report(s) must contain written comments describing: 

i. what the student is able to do as measured against the goals of their IEP; 
ii. the areas in which the student requires further attention or development; and, 
iii. the ways of supporting the student in their learning. 

b. Where appropriate, written comments should describe ways to enable the student to 
demonstrate their learning in relation to expected learning outcomes set out in the 
curriculum for the course or subject and grade, and should describe the time period 
required to enable the student to demonstrate such learning. 

c. A letter grade or percentage (the typical manner for reporting student progress in 
grades 4-12) is to be assigned for a student with special needs where that student is 
able to demonstrate their learning in relation to expected learning outcomes set out in 
the curriculum for the course or subject and grade. 

d. Students in grades 10-12 on modified programs may receive a School Completion 
Certificate upon finishing grade 12.  Therefore, all students must have a letter grade and 
percentage assigned for each course. 

e. Students are to be assessed and evaluated against their individual learning goals as 
outlined in each locally developed course. 

 
5. Modified Program 

a. Students placed on a modified program must have prior approval by the caregiver and 
the Superintendent of Schools. 

 
6. Accountability 

a. The district is accountable for expenditures in special education. 
b. The district will monitor and periodically review services and identification practices to 

ensure best practice and comply with the Ministry of Education’s expectations for 
financial and program accountability. 
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