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The delivery of education during the pandemic is guided by the following principles from the Ministry of Education: 

 Ensure a healthy and safe environment for all students, families and employees. 
 Provide the services needed to support children of essential workers. 
 Support vulnerable students who may need special assistance. 
 Provide continuity of educational opportunities for all students. 

Updated health and safety measures are intended to support all K-12 employees, students, parents, administrators 
and school community members to be informed and feel safe in schools, while understanding their roles and 
responsibilities. Boards should also provide ongoing orientation and training as needed, to ensure everyone in 
school buildings is well informed of safety protocols. 

Mass gatherings 

While the provincial health officer’s order continues to prohibit gatherings of people in excess of 50, this does not 
apply to regular school activities, provided there are no more than 50 people in one area and they are practising 
physical distancing. Large assemblies of students will not be permitted. 

Self-isolation and quarantine 

If anyone entering school property has common cold, influenza or COVID-19-like symptoms, they must stay home 
and be tested for COVID-19. Clear policies must also be in place to ensure anyone experiencing these symptoms 
is isolated and sent home. They should follow directions provided by their health-care provider and self-isolate at 
home for 14 days, or until test results show they do not have COVID-19 or another communicable illness. If there is 
a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19, contact tracing will be done to find out if it is a part of a cluster of cases 
or a local outbreak. 

Cleaning protocols 

Rigorous cleaning and disinfecting should be done according to the following guidelines: 

 General cleaning and disinfecting of the premises should occur at least once a day. 
 Frequently touched surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected at least twice a day. 

 These include door knobs, light switches, toilets, tables, desks, chairs, keyboards and toys. 
 Clean and disinfect any surface that is visibly dirty. 
 Use common, commercially available detergents and disinfectant products and closely follow the 

instructions on the label. 
 Limit items that are not easily cleaned (e.g., fabric or soft items). 
 Empty garbage containers daily. 
 Wear disposable gloves when cleaning blood or body fluids (e.g., runny nose, vomit, stool, urine). Wash 

hands before wearing and after removing gloves. 
 Provide paper hand towels rather than hand dryers, and disable water fountains. 

Hygiene 

Clear hygiene protocols will be in place for employees, students and others entering and exiting schools, for school 
outdoor activities and student pickup and drop-off. Hand-hygiene stations should be set up at the school entrance, 



so everyone can clean their hands before they enter school property. Additional hand-hygiene opportunities 
should also be incorporated throughout the daily school schedule. 

If sinks are not available, alcohol-based hand rub should contain at least 60% alcohol. Soap and water are 
preferred if hands are visibly dirty. Hand sanitizing supplies should be well stocked at all times including soap, 
paper towels and, when needed, alcohol-based hand rub with a minimum of 60% alcohol. 

Clear protocols also need to be in place for the safe and healthy handling of all food items. Students or employees 
should not share food or personal items like phones, pens or pencils. Parents and staff should teach and reinforce 
these practices among students. 

Physical distancing 

Younger students should be supported to have minimized physical contact with one another, while older students 
and adults should seek to maintain a safe physical distance whenever possible. Everyone should avoid hugs and 
handshakes and ensure students are reminded to keep their hands to themselves. 

Classroom and learning environment layouts should be adjusted to allow distance between students and adults. 
When needed, there should be staggered pickup and drop-off times, recess, snack and movements in the halls or 
other areas of the school building between classes. Steps should be taken to minimize the number of parents and 
caregivers or other non-staff adults entering school buildings. 

Each board should work with its local municipalities to develop a common approach to opening playgrounds that 
follows the advice of the provincial health officer. 

Transportation 

Buses used for transporting students should be cleaned and disinfected. All buses must have a physical barrier 
between the driver and passengers, such as plexiglass. Students should have their own seat, when possible, unless 
the children live in the same household. 

Respiratory etiquette 

Students and staff should cough or sneeze into their elbow sleeve or a tissue and throw away used tissues and 
immediately perform hand hygiene. Everyone should be encouraged to refrain from touching their eyes, nose or 
mouth with unwashed hands.   

Personal protective equipment 

Students and staff will not be required to wear non-medical masks. However, wearing a mask is a personal choice, 
and anyone who chooses to do so should be treated respectfully.   
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