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April 2, 2021 
 
Dear families, 
 
As you are likely aware, on Monday, March 29th the Provincial Health Officer announced changes to the mask 
mandate in BC schools, these changes will be implemented in Gold Trail schools when we return from Spring 
Break on Tuesday, April 6th. 
 
Students in Grades 4 to 12 are required to wear non-medical masks or a face shield (in which case a mask 
should be worn in addition to the face shield) in schools and on buses except when: 

 there is a barrier in place; 

 eating and drinking; and 

 outdoors 
 

Exceptions will be made for students who cannot tolerate masks (e.g. health or behavioral reasons) or in 
unique situations such as: 

 for a person who is unable to put on or remove a mask without the assistance of another person;  

 if the mask is removed temporarily for the purposes of identifying the person wearing it; 

 if the mask is removed temporarily to engage in an educational activity that cannot be performed 
while wearing a mask (e.g. playing a wind instrument); or 

 while providing a service to a person with a disability or diverse ability (including but not limited to a 
hearing impairment) where visual cues, facial expressions and/or lip reading/movements is important 

 
Students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 are encouraged but not required to wear a mask in schools or on school 
buses.  Kindergarten to Grade 3 students’ mask use will be based on their personal or family/caregiver choice. 
 
Please know that the district remains committed to providing students and staff will a healthy and safe 
learning and working environment and that mask wearing does not reduce or replace the use of more 
effective protections such as hand washing, physical distancing and staying home when ill. To review the 
District COVID-19 Health and Safety Plan please visit the district website or your school website. 
Should you have specific questions about your child and masks, please contact your school principal for 
assistance.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing efforts supporting your children and our schools through this pandemic. Together 
we have been successful in keeping schools healthy and safe places to learn and work.  
  
Yours truly, 

 
 
 

Teresa Downs 
Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.sd74.bc.ca/
https://www.sd74.bc.ca/covid19/Documents/COVID-19%20Health%20and%20Safety%20Plan%20-%20WEBSITE.pdf
https://www.sd74.bc.ca/Pages/default.aspx#/=

